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Nominally the country still belonged to China, but China, after
the Boxer Rebellion, was much too weak to protect anybody, even
herself Why didn't the Manchus put up a fight? A people ener-
getic enough to conquer all of China and to establish themselves
as the rulers of one-fifth of the total population of the earth must
surely know how to fight But the Manchus had long since
moved southward into China. The six per cent that remained
of the original population were mainly little farmers with an
interest only in the land. The other sixteen million people,
spread over a territory four times as large as England and Scot-
land, lived as they had always lived, which meant that they had
just enough to eat not to die, but as for fighting, why should
they?
And now Manchuria is gone it will be the turn of Mongolia,
For Mongolia is a very big country, almost 1,400,000 square miles,
or about eleven times as large as the British Isles, and it has a
population of less than 2,000,000 people. The southern regions
are uninhabitable because they form part of the Gobi Desert, but
the rest consists of grass lands, eminently suited for the purposes of
cattle-breeding. Otherwise the Mongolians, who depended for
their success upon their cavalry, would never have been able to
breed those tough ponies which carried them triumphantly from
the Pacific to the Atlantic.
Many people seem to experience a profound indignation at
what they are inclined to denounce as a brutal expression of
* Japanese ambition/ I would rather call them * Japanese neces-
sities/ In matters of international policy a certain healthy ego-
ism is rather a dearablc quality. Japan has got to find an oudet
for the extra people at home* IP is finding such an outlet in
northern Asia, in a part of the world that is very lightly popu-
lated, and that has been accustomed to such outrageous forms of
government that the inhabitants cannot possibly be worse off now
than they were before.
If this northern Asiatic safety-valve did not exist, the Philip-
pines, the Dutch East Indies, Australia, New Zealand, and the
western coast of America would be for ever exposed to threats of
a Japanese invasion, and it would be necessary to station a battle-